: mat i Ax. 1% ! 
5” EY 4 - —_ of 
& % « os _ 4 


hg + © 
DES THE 
EARLE OF 


| STRAFFORDS 
LE 1 TER 


TO HIS MOST EXCEL. 
LENT MAIESTIE, 


DATED FROM THE 
TOWER, 


4. May. 1641. 


Q 1 
1+ 


— —— _ ——  — = 
_ —— — ——— 


+44+44.4 s 4 
Jy Po ar gefs ING: 


EEtaE, FO) ION PIC 


EF EFF L » 7 
+ 


The Earle of S: ciboiiDs 
.Letter,,to has moſt Excel- 


| lent Majeſtic, dated from the 
Tower, 4. May. 16 4 1, 


..., May it pleaſe your ſacred Ma iti... 


T hath beene m teft iefe 
- inall theſe my greater Po 
- ken; asa perſon wi” Doula 
endeyour to repreſent. and ſet 
things amille berweene your 
Majeſtie and your people, ; and togive Coun- 
ſells tending ION 7 of as ree King: 
domes: © © nt WY 0h vs 
Moſt true it is, that this mine owne private 
Condition confidered, it had boene a great 
madneſle; tince through your gratous apt 
I was fo provided; as not to.expetoany. kind 


to mend my fortune, or pleaſe my _ Fe 
then by reſting where your baun 


Fre ces mee. j 1,1 
F A 2 | Nay, - 


Nay, itis moſt mightily miſtaken, for unto 
yu Majeſty it is well knowne, my poore,and 
umble adviſes concluded (till in this, That 
your Majeſtie and your people could never be 
appie, tHl there were a right underſtanding 
betwixt you and thetn : no other meanes to et- 
fed, and ſettle this happineſle, - but by the 
Councell, and aſſent of the Parliament 3; or to 
prey the growing Evills upon this ſtate but 
y intrely putting your. ſelfe in the laſt reſort, 
upon the loyalty, and good afteCtions of your 
Engliſh ſubjects. 

Yet {uch 1s my misfortune, this truth findeth 
little credit, the contrary ſeemeth generally 
to be beleeved, and my ſclfe reputed, as ſome 
thing of ſeperation betweene you, and your 
people 5 under 2 heavyer cenſure then which 
I am perfwaded'no Gentleman can ſuffer: 

Now, I nnderſtand the minds of mers are 
more incenſed againſt mee, notwithſtanding 
your Majeſtic hath declared , that in yaur 
princely opinion, Tam not guilty of treaſon, 
nor are you ſatisfied in your conſcience to-paſle 
the Bill- 

This bringeth me into a very great ſtreight, 
there is before me the ruine ot-my Children, 
and family,” hitherto untouched, in; all the 
branches of it with any foule Crimes, - Here is 
before mee the many ills, which may befall 

our ſacred perſon, an'ithe whole kingdome, 
Gould your ſelfe, and Parliament part leſle 
pe ſatisfied 


» 


ſatisfied one with the other , then is neceſſary 
for the preſervation both of King,and people. 
Here are before mee the things moſt val 

molt feared, by mortall man, Life , or' Death. 

To fay Sir, thatthere hath not a ſtrife 
in mee, were to make meeleſſ: man,then God 
knoweth, mine infirmities give me. Andto 
call a deſtruction upon my elfe, and yong 
Children, where the intentionsof my heart, at 
leaſt havebeen mnocent of this great offence) 
may be beleived , will find no eafie conſent 
from fleſh and blood; -- 2 rs ah 
- But with mach ſadriefſe, Lam come toa refo- 
lation, of that which I'take to be beſt becom- 
ing me,to looke upon that whickis moſt prin- 
cipall in it felfe ; which doubrlefle is the pro- 
{perity of your ſacred perſtin, and the ednmon 
wealth, infinitly before' any” private mransin+ 
t: reſt. 

And therefore in few words, as I put my 
ſelfe wholy. upon the, hoqour, and juſtice of 
my Peeresfo clegrely, a« to heſtech your Ma- 
jeſtie mightPpleaſe to Have fpared that decla- 
ration of yours on Saturday laſt,and intirely to 
have left me tortheir Lordſhips ; ſo now, to ſet 
you Majeſties conſcience atliberty I dze-myſt 

umbly beſeegh-your Majeſtic, jq.prevemion 
of miſtakes which may happen, by your retu- 
ſall,to paſle this Bill 3 And by this meanes re- 
move (prayſed be God) cannot ſay, this ac- 
curſed, (butI canfeſle) this unfortunate thin 
A 3 fort 
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forth of .the way, towards that: blziJ24d agree+ 
ment, , which God | traſt, {hall ever eſtabliſh 


EE ſybjedts. .. RP 
my,canſe More acquit Jou reia 
to Gad, .thea K the warld, can doz beſides. 
Tq a,willing man there is no injury. done, And 
a by G ace, Iforgiveall the world with 


AT, 5p. enclle gf jafinite Cog» 

Sh os gh ing ſoule;'Sp Sir,to you 
—_ e 9i4his, his, world, withall the 
Imaginaþlg3in the juſt acknow- 

le Fon o* your exo favours. ; And 
cn ge Na yourgandoeſſe,you would 
VEuc tigus regard upon 
my.paare.Soane, an od ree Siſters, leſle, or 
mare,, god no otherwiſe, then as their(in pre- 
&nj).un grunge Father, . may herea Trap: 
PFATE, MarB,,or lefle.guilty a af this death. .' ... 


.;, God long proſerye your Majeſtie 
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